In the course of my study on the myxomycete biota of Japan, a form of Stemonitis with curious episporic ornamentation was found in my private herbarium. This specimen was collected in summer on dead wood of Japanese red pine (Pinus densiflora Sieb. & Zucc.). Though it was collected only once, the spores are peculiar among the genus Stemonitis. For this reason it is proposed as a new taxon.
Stemonitis marjana Y. Yamam. , n. sp. -Fig. 1 Fructificationes sporocarpiorum. Sporocarpia Jasciculata, stipitata, Jere erecta, 2.1-2.9 mm alta. Capitulum cylindricum, Fructifications sporocarpous. Sporocarps clustered in a small colony, stipitate, nearly erect, 2.1-2.9 mm tall. Capitulum cylindrical, rounded at both ends, reddish-brown to dark brown, 0.18-0.25 mm wide and 1.6-2.2 mm long. Stalk polished, slightly tapering upwards, nearly black, opaque by transmitted light, sometimes perforated at the very base, 0.5-0.7 mm tall, i.e. 2/10-3/10 of the height of the sporocarp. Hypothallus membranous, silvery or pale brown, common to the colony. Peridium early evanescent, sometimes leaving a collar around the stalk at the base of the capitulum. Columella a continuation of the stalk, nearly black, dark brown by transmitted light, reaching nearly to the apex of the capitulum. Capillitium arising from the all length of the colu-mella, of almost evenly thickened and smooth tubules, sometimes with slight membranous enlargements at the axils, pale brown by transmitted light, branched and anastomosed to form an inner net with 2-4 meshes across the radius, and an irregular surface net with angular meshes, (5-) 20-50(-75) )..till in diam. , also with both long and short free ends pointing outwards. Spores globose, reddish-brown to dark brown in mass, brownish-grey by transmitted light, with an irregular rather large-meshed reticulum of flexuous rows of large and small spinules, partly only spinulose, partly with elongated meshes, the number of meshes per hemisphere highly variable, 8.8-9.8 )liD (mean=9.4, sd=0.27, n=20) in diam. including spinules, the spinules ca. 0.7-0.8 )..till long. Plasmodium not observed.
Eponymy: In honour of Prof. Marja Hiirki:inen who is especially distinguished in her survey on African myxomycete biota.
Distribution: Known only from the type locality. 
